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WHY DID IT EXISTWHY DID IT EXIST

At the time of Stonewall, homosexual
acts were seen as illegal throughout the
States besides Illinois. Businesses could
easily get shut down for housing,
serving, and/or employing gay folx. Most
gay businesses in New York, including
Stonewall, were run by the Mafia, who
paid police officers to look the other way
while continuing to threaten to “out”
queer constituents. Police raids were
fairly common at this time but on June
28th, 1969, folx decided to resist and
fight back. For six days the masses of
people took to the streets for queer
liberation. This offset a major shift in
modern gay civil rights both in the United
States and transnationally across the
globe.



On the first day, they threw glass
bottles, coins, rocks, and other
objects at police officers, making
them seek shelter in the Stonewall
Inn. Some in the crowd even slashed
cop tires. With the cops seeking
refuge, it allowed others previously
arrested to escape. 
The last five days centered people
power to the streets. 

The goal of the uprising of Stonewall
was to stop police harassment against
the LGTBQ+ community. The main tactic
used was rioting which lasted 6
consecutive days. 

TACTICS USEDTACTICS USED



THE RESULTSTHE RESULTS
The collective people power that started
in New York 1969, created a ripple effect
where folx were able to see themselves
reflected in community for the first time.
Though the LGTBQ+ movement didn’t
start with Stonewall, it did become a
turning point for more radical groups to
form and move to the forefront like the
Gay Liberation Front (GLF) and the Gay
Activists Alliance (GAA); build
momentum for the first Pride parade to
happen in 1970; and in December 1973,
The American Psychiatric Association no
longer deemed homosexuality as a
mental illness. This collective effort and
work became one of many to inspire
other organizations and communities to
fuel gay rights movements across the
globe.



REFLECTIONREFLECTION
QUESTIONSQUESTIONS
Stonewall is described both as a "riot"
and sometimes as an "uprising." What
do you think the difference between the
two are? And how does it relate to the
recent uprising seen on local, state, and
national levels?

Based on what you know about
Stonewall, how would you describe it
and why? Is it similar to how you
perceive current events happning in
Portland?

Do you think everyone apart of the
LGBTQ+ community agreed with the
events that happened during Stonewall?
Why or why not? 



SUPPLEMENTALSUPPLEMENTAL
RESOURCESRESOURCES

An overview on what happened during
Stonewall, beyond a cis-white lens 
https://www.tolerance.org/magazine/su
mmer-2019/teaching-stonewall

Brief history seen in a 4-min video diving
into the roots of Stonewall, it's tactics,
impacts and legacy 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Q9wdMJmuBlA

Written by Martin F. Manalansan IV,
offering insight on how Stonewall
affected or is perceived by QTBIPOC
folx in diaspora 

Teaching Stonewall 

How the Stonewall riots sparked a
movement | History 

In the Shadow of Stonewall


