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The American Indian Movement, otherwise known
as AIM, started as a grassroots response directly
influenced by civil rights activists and other Black
leaders fighting for political change. This grassroots
movement was founded in July 1968 in Minneapolis,
Michigan. AIM was initially formed in urban areas to
address and combat against systemic issues like
the displacement of people through forced
reservations, gaining economic independence,
revitalization of cultural practices, protection of legal
rights, and most importantly, autonomy and
restoration of illegally seized land. 

WHY  DID  IT
EXIST?
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Seizing a replica of the Mayflower in
Boston on Thanksgiving Day (1970)
Occupying the Black hills, otherwise
known as Mt. Rushmore 
“The Longest Walk,” a spiritual walk
across the country to Washington D.C.,
in support of tribal sovereignty and
bringing attention to anti-indigenous
legislation

One of the biggest strategies that AIM used
was the power of press. While protests and
marches were happening, folx apart of the
movement would contact the press to
follow, highlighting live-broadcasts of their
struggle and fight for sovereignty. Some
notable tactics include:

TACTICS
USED?
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Americans became more aware of the
needs of Natives
 Officials in all branches of government
had to respond to the pressure for equal
treatment is still long overdue 
The Senate’s first Native American
member, Ben Nighthorse Campbell of
Colorado was elected  in 1992

WHAT  WERE

THE  RESULTS?
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REFLECTION
QUESTION(S)
FOR
DISCUSSION

How did colonial misconstruction of
history influence your ways of knowing
and understanding?
What were your biggest takeaways from
the movement? 
How will you move forward with this
information as an agent of healing?
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An overview of photographic
history, movies, legal
defense/offense committee
records, and AIM newsletters
https://libguides.mnhs.org/aim

A Yocha Dehe Winton Nation
production; this film follows the
life of Dennis Banks, co-
founder of AIM
https://www.kanopy.com/produ
ct/good-day-die

The film follows the power of
resistance wielded by protests
carried out by AIM
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=W5z8OgMfXXc

Overview of American Indian
Movement 

A Good Day to Die 

Broken Rainbow 
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